The U.S. ranks second, just behind Switzerland, in the concentration of wealth owned by the richest 10 percent of the population. In the U.S., the top 10 percent own 69.8 percent of the nation's private wealth. The U.S. has the widest income gap. This is due to the fact that, in other countries, the poor are better off and the rich are not as rich as their U.S. counterparts. In many affluent countries, the poor have higher real incomes --purchasing power --than their counterparts in the U.S. In the U.S., the income of households at the 10 th percentile is 39 percent of the country's median household income. In Denmark, the income of households at the 10 th percentile is 42 percent of median household income in the United States. In Norway, the income of households at the 10 th percentage is 47 percent of median household income in the United States. At the other end of the spectrum, in the U.S., the income of households at the 90 th percentile is 210 percent of the country's median income. In Denmark, the income of households at the 90 th percentile is only 115 percent of median income in the United States. Only in Luxembourg are the households at the 90 th percentile better off, in terms of purchasing power, than their U.S. counterparts. But the income gap in Luxembourg is much narrower because the poor in that country are much better off than the poor in the U.S. Productivity. The U.S. ranks in the middle among affluent countries in the efficiency of its workforce. Here we see the addition to gross domestic product for each hour worked in 2002. 60 N e w Z e a l a n d J a p a n A u s t r a l i a F i n l a n d C a n a d a N e t h e r l a n d s
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A v e r a g e P o r t u g a l N e t h e r l a n d s I c e l a n d L u x e m b o u r g I t a l y A u s t r i a F r a n c e N o r w a y F i n l a n d B e l g i u m D e n m a r k S w e d e n Social Programs. The U.S. ranks next to last, after Ireland, in the amount of economic resources devoted to government social programs, measured as a percentage of GDP. These figures include family assistance (called "welfare" in the U.S.), child care, health care and similar programs. They do not include education, including job training. I r e l a n d U n i t e d S t a t e s J a p a n C a n a d a A u s t r a l i a N e w Z e a l a n d S p a i n L u x e m b o u r g P o r t u g a l N e t h e r l a n d s
a y I t a l y B e l g i u m F i n l a n d A u s t r i a S w i t z e r l a n d G e r m a n y F r a n c e D e n m a r k S w e d e n Labor market policies. Affluent countries vary significantly in their efforts to help workers find new and better (higher-paying) jobs. The U.S. ranks last in terms of spending for active labor market policies such as retraining programs, relocation subsidies, and public employment services for workers. S t a t e s J a p a n C a n a d a U n i t e d K i n g d o m A u s t r i a S w i t z e r l a n d A u s t r a l i a N e w Z e a l a n d I t a l y N o r w a y F i n l a n d I r e l a n d G e r m a n y B e l g i u m F r a n c e S w e d e n D e n m a r k N e t h e r l a n d s Child Poverty Rates. Government programs (taxes and transfers) can reduce poverty, defined as one-half of each country's median income. The relatively generous social programs in many affluent countries -family assistance, health insurance, and others -result in dramatic declines in poverty rates, including those among children. In France, for example, the poverty rate among children falls from 27.7 percent to 7.5 percent as a result of government social programs. The U.S. child poverty rate fell from 26.6 percent to 21.9 percent, the smallest decline among the affluent countries, leaving the U.S. with the highest child poverty rate. Data are for 2000. Obesity. Over 30 percent of Americans over 15 old are obese. This is by far the highest obesity rate among affluent countries. Obesity is a known risk factor for several diseases such as diabetes, hypertension, cardiovascular disease, respiratory problems (asthma) and musculoskeletal diseases (arthritis).
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